A number of changes have taken place in the higher classification of southern African insects since the last time it was documented in full (Scholtz & Holm 1985) and there is currently no comprehensive modern classification of higher insect taxa available for the region.
Since 1985 a new order has been discovered in the region (Mantophasmatodea; Klass et al. 2002) and there have been various rearrangements between closely-related groups that have resulted in orders being combined (Blattodea and Isoptera into Blattodea; Inward et al. 2007 ; Psocoptera and Phthiraptera into Psocodea; Grimaldi & Engel 2005) while others have been subsumed in larger groups (Hemimerina in Dermaptera; Kocarek et al. 2013) . Furthermore, until quite recently Thysanura was the ordinal name used for silverfish or fishmoths but the group is now considered to be paraphyletic with Meinertellidae included; the latter has been moved to the Archaeognatha (Grimaldi & Engel 2005) . Zygentoma was the suborder that included all other thysanurans so it became the default name for the order. Numerous major family-level changes in several large orders have also taken place; the most important being: Coleoptera - Beutel & Leschen 2005 , but modified as in the in press revision of the book; Dipterapartially according to Anorim & Yeates 2006 ; also Kirk-Spriggs & Sinclair in press/in prep; Lepidoptera -based largely on Nieukerken et al. 2011; Hymenoptera -bees, Michener 2007 , wasps, Pulawski 2012 .
These studies bring to 25 the number of insect orders recorded from the region; three others Grylloblattodea, Zoraptera and Rhaphidioptera are absent.
Most of these changes have resulted from molecular phylogenetic analyses which have over the past decade uncovered deeper relationships that are mostly obscured by morphology and behaviour. Nevertheless, there has been strong opposition from some quarters that classification of morphologically and biologically divergent groups need not necessarily reflect hypothesised phylogeny to the letter (Lo et al. 2007) . Furthermore, at issue is whether the levels of difference between certain major groups justify according them independence from their close relatives also remain contentious; for example, whether Mantophasmatodea justifies its own order rather than representing an independent African lineage of the Holarctic Grylloblattodea (Terry & Whiting 2005) . However, in spite of resistance, it would seem that most of the changes are becoming entrenched in the literature as the 'accepted ' system.
Although modern classifications of most groups are readily accessible on various open-source web sites it remains surprisingly difficult to extract from them the information on which taxa are present in southern Africa. Hence this paper.
Most of these newer published developments were considered when drawing up the following list of higher taxa but I depended heavily on local and foreign specialists on higher classification of different orders to enable me to present a, hopefully, acceptable classification of all southern African higher taxa, from order to family. It should, however, be borne in mind that these classifications in many cases are highly dynamic and more changes will continue to be made over time.
Infraordinal taxon names in bold lettering are not accorded formal status, since the relevant specialists on those groups do not do so; furthermore the taxa lie at different hierarchical levels. Some may be equated to infraorder (i.e. between suborder and superfamily-Hemiptera, Coleoptera), others to a taxon between infraorder and superfamily -Diptera, or to a taxon between superfamily and family -[higher] Hymenoptera. 
Order Archaeognatha

